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INTRODUCTION 
 

New Mexico HSPP Planning Process � Annual Calendar 
January 

� Identify and prioritize program areas on which the TSB wishes to focus. Set calendar for 
monthly meetings.  Begin developing agenda for initial meeting. 

� Request data presentation from the Division of Government Research (DGR) for the 
February meeting.  

� Begin monitoring projects. 
February 

� Begin HSPP monthly planning meetings with program staff, NHTSA South Central Region 
representative, the Office of the Governor DWI Coordinator, DGR, FHWA, and other planning 
partners. 

� Review the previous year’s traffic safety data and comments from NHTSA, FHWA, TSB 
Advisory Committee and partners. 

� Assign program areas and responsibilities to Program managers and Section Heads. 
� Begin gathering local data to be used in program area problem identification. 

March  
� Conduct HSPP monthly planning meeting.  
� Program managers present problem identification and status of each program area. 
� Review current federal regulations, certifications, and compliance. 

April 
� Conduct HSPP monthly planning meeting.  
� Program managers present updated program areas and project descriptions. 
� Program managers report on input from local traffic safety partners. 

May  
� Conduct HSPP monthly planning meeting. 
� Once program areas and project descriptions are in final draft form, invite traffic safety 

partners to the monthly meetings to solicit comments and recommendations.  
June 

� Conduct HSPP monthly planning meeting. 
� Discuss updates to Objectives/ Performance Measures. 

July 
� Conduct HSPP monthly planning meeting to review first draft. 
� Conduct project monitoring site visits with contractors. 
� Project available funding (new and carry forward). 

August 
� Conduct HSPP monthly planning meeting to discuss any edits to the first draft. 
� Finalize the HSPP. 

September 
� Submit final HSPP to NHTSA and FHWA. 

October 
� Implement grants and contracts for current year. 
� Carry forward partial funds for operations until next year funds available. 

November - December 
� Conduct project closeouts, carry forward prior year funds, and submit final vouchers. 
� Develop and submit the NMDOT Annual Report. 
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NMDOT�Traffic Safety Bureau � Programs Division 
Organizational Chart 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) Traffic Safety Bureau (TSB) 
is to continuously reduce traffic-related fatalities and injuries. This mission is accomplished by 
developing and supporting a comprehensive, multi-strategy approach that includes enforcement, 
deterrence, prevention, media & education, training, legislation & regulation, and data management 
& analysis. 

 
 

Executive Summary 
The Traffic Safety Bureau of the NM Department of Transportation (NMDOT) has primary 
responsibility for managing programs designed to reduce traffic-related deaths and injuries. The 
Traffic Safety Bureau (TSB) partners with the National Highway Transportation and Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) to develop and fund statewide and community-level projects that will have 
the greatest impact on saving lives and reducing injuries due to traffic crashes. NM’s FY08 HSPP 
overall goal is to reduce the number of traffic-related crashes, fatalities and serious injuries in New 
Mexico. 
 
Alcohol/ Impaired Driving 
A major focus of New Mexico�s Highway Safety and Performance Plan is to reduce impaired driving 
crashes, fatalities and injuries. The Traffic Safety Bureau has adopted the theory of general 
deterrence as applied to enforcement programs designed to influence drinking and driving behavior. 
 
In addition to high-visibility law enforcement coupled with high-visibility media, aggressive 
prosecution of DWI offenders and underage DWI prevention programs are the strategies most likely 
to impact changes in drinking and driving behavior, and thereby, reduce unnecessary deaths and 
injuries. 
 
To this end, TSB supports and manages both statewide and local, community-based DWI 
enforcement programs involving more than 50 state, city, and county law enforcement agencies. 
Activities are coordinated with high-visibility media and pubic awareness activities.  
 
The TSB provides funding for judicial education, offender monitoring, BAC and other drug testing, 
DRE training, DWI �Bat Mobiles,� underage drinking enforcement, a Traffic Safety Resource 
Prosecutor, a Native American DWI Liaison, and underage drinking and driving prevention 
programs. TSB is actively engaged in supporting and funding the development of a statewide traffic 
records system, including the electronic collection and transmission of DWI citation and other report 
information by officers in the field. 
 
New Mexico has a Governor-appointed DWI Czar who coordinates and oversees DWI programs 
statewide. The DWI Czar works closely with the TSB to implement strategies outlined in the current 
multi-agency DWI Strategic Plan and the annual HSPP. 
 
Two of NM�s FY08 alcohol/ impaired driving performance measures are to reduce the number of 
alcohol-related fatalities from 212 (FY06) to 158, and to reduce the alcohol-involved traffic fatality 
rate from 0.85 per 100M VMT (FY06) to 0.60. 
 
Occupant Protection 
New Mexico �s primary seat belt, child safety seat/ booster seat, and other related legislation have 
been instrumental in achieving high use of occupant protection and in reducing traffic related deaths 
and injuries. Some of the state�s most important statutes provide for the following: 
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� All motor vehicle occupants (in vehicles weighing less than 10,000 pounds) must use a seat 

belt at all times. 
 
� Children less than one year of age must be in a rear-facing safety seat in the back seat.  If 

the vehicle is not equipped with a back seat, the child may ride in the front seat, if the 
passenger-side air bag is deactivated, or if there is no airbag. 

 
� Children one to four years of age, or under 40 pounds, must be in a child safety seat. 

Children five or six years of age must be in a child safety seat or a booster seat.  A child 
under 60 pounds must ride in a child safety seat or booster seat, regardless of age. 

 
� Children, ages 7 through 12, must be properly restrained in a child safety seat, booster seat, 

or seat belt. Children, ages 13 through 17, must ride with a seat belt. 
 
For more than 10 years, New Mexico�s approach to increasing seat belt use has focused on 
Operation Buckle Down (OBD), an intense statewide program of seat belt law enforcement that is 
combined with a public awareness media campaign. In addition to participating in the NHTSA Click It 
or Ticket National Seat Belt Enforcement Mobilization, TSB funds expanded enforcement activities 
statewide, encompassing more than 75 jurisdictions, including city, county, university, tribal law 
enforcement and the 12 State Police districts. These law enforcement jurisdictions encompass 
approximately 90% of the state�s population. 
 
TSB works with local community groups and local government agencies to conduct child safety seat 
and booster seat clinics, and to set up permanent fittings stations. In addition, TSB sponsors and 
supports a variety of outreach activities to promote the use of occupant protection for all ages. In 
FY08, TSB will work with NHTSA to conduct a Child Occupant Protection Survey.   
 
New Mexico�s FY08 occupant protection performance measure is to increase overall seat belt use 
from 91.5% (2007 Survey) to 92%. 
 
Pedestrian/ Bicycle Safety  
TSB staff routinely meets with various agencies and entities involved in pedestrian and bicycle 
safety-related issues and programs.  In New Mexico, there is high demand and need for non-
motorized modes of transportation such as bicycling, walking, running, and horseback riding. While 
these activities may provide health, economic, and environmental benefits, they increase exposure 
to traffic and traffic crashes. To successfully reduce New Mexico�s pedestrian fatality rate, at-risk 
populations need to be identified, and their safety needs addressed. 
 
The TSB supports community-based efforts to address pedestrian-related traffic safety issues 
through support of the Pedestrian Safety Seed Grant Program, a statewide Walkable Communities 
Program, an Urban Pedestrian Law Enforcement Program, Walk-to-School Day, and public 
awareness campaigns.  
 
Two of NM�s FY08 pedestrian safety performance objectives are to reduce the pedestrian fatality 
rate of 3.19 per 100,000 population (FY06) to 2.70, and to reduce the alcohol-involved pedestrian 
fatality rate of 1.17 per 100,000 population (FY06) to 1.09. 
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Traffic Records 
TSB executive and management staff participate in the Statewide Traffic Records System Executive 
Oversight Committee (STREOC) and the Statewide Traffic Records Coordinating Committee 
(STRCC). These committees are charged with ensuring that the goals and objectives of the multi-
year Statewide Traffic Records Strategic Plan are achieved. One of the primary goals of the 
Strategic Plan is to develop a Statewide Traffic Records System (STRS). 
 
In November 2006, the STREOC approved a statewide rollout for NM law enforcement agencies that 
participated in the TraCS Evaluation Pilot Project. The TraCS Phase One Rollout project was 
initiated in August 2007. 
 
The Traffic Records Program FY08 performance measures include the following:  

� Maintain and support the STRS Office and staff for the coordination of traffic-related records 
capture, processing, and dissemination.  

 
� Among the six law enforcement agencies that participated in the TraCS Pilot Project, increase 

the use of TraCS by law enforcement officers from 60 (from the TraCS Pilot period in FY07) to 
at least 300 (from the TraCS Phase One Rollout in FY08). 

 
� Complete the implementation of a TraCS Tribal Pilot Project to automate their traffic records 

citations and reports. 
 

� Complete the STRS Architectural Plan. 
 

� Implement the Commercial Vehicle Crash Data Improvement Project. 
 
 
Police Traffic Services 
TSB manages a number of prevention and enforcement programs that support police traffic services. 
The Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) allows law enforcement to target high-risk areas in 
their communities with enhanced manpower and equipment. New Mexico STEPs include enforcement 
activities such as safety corridors, saturation patrols, sobriety checkpoints, speed, safe streets or 
commercial vehicle traffic. 
 
TSB supports a Law Enforcement Liaison (LEL) Program that consists of three full-time individuals 
who are responsible for coordinating with law enforcement agencies on NHTSA and TSB initiatives 
related to Impaired Driving, Occupant Protection, Police Traffic Services and other related traffic 
safety programs. 
 
TSB also contracts to provide training sessions including STEP, SFST, Police Officer as Prosecutor, 
Management of Police Traffic Services, DWI checkpoint training, Accident Reconstruction, Radar 
and Lidar Certification and Instructor courses, and Public Information and Media Workshops. 
 
One of NM�s Police Traffic Services FY08 performance measures is to decrease the number of 
crashes in the combined safety corridor areas by 20%.  
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Legislative Issues 
 
2007 Highlights 
 
Senate Bill 121 - Appropriation to Study Wrong-Way Driving on Highway Off-Ramps 
Provides an appropriation of $1,000 to the NMDOT for a pilot project to assess the ways, including 
the use of tire spikes, to prevent wrong way traffic on highway off-ramps. (Effective 4/2/07) 
 
Senate Bill 397 - The Child Helmet Safety Act 
Requires minors (under 18) to wear protective helmets while operating or riding as a passenger on a 
bicycle, skates, scooter or skateboard. Also requires businesses that rent these kinds of devices to 
provide helmets if the minor users don�t have their own.  (Effective 7/1/07) 
 
Senate Bill 437 - Interlocks for Certain Out of State Drivers 
Requires drivers from other states, who apply for a New Mexico driver�s license, to have an ignition 
interlock license if they were convicted of a DWI in any state on or after June 17, 2005 (the date the 
NM universal ignition interlock provision went into effect). 
 
Time periods will be in accordance with the schedule required of drivers convicted in New Mexico: 1 
year for a first conviction, 2 years for a second, three years for a third, and lifetime for a fourth, with a 
5 year review. These requirements do not apply to a person who applies for a license 10 years or 
more from the date of their last conviction, except for a person who is under a lifetime driver�s 
license revocation for a conviction in another jurisdiction.  (Effective 7/1/07) 
 
House Bill 126 - Interlocks for Certain Out-of-State Drivers 
This amendment is substantially the same as that contained in SB 437 except it contains two 
additional provisions: 

Makes an appropriation of $1,100,000 from the state general fund for expenses in FY08 
related to verifying qualifications for drivers� licenses and issuing ignition interlock licenses. 
The fund sunsets at the end of FY 2008, with the balance reverting back to the general fund.   
 
Allows MVD to charge a $15 fee to cover the administrative costs of determining whether out-
of-state drivers who are applying for NM licenses for the first time have been convicted in 
another jurisdiction of driving while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs or an 
equivalent crime, and otherwise determining if the person qualifies for a driver�s licenses in 
NM. (Effective 7/1/07) 

 
Senate Bill 440 �Day Case Fix� - DWI  Chemical Test Time Limits 
Makes it illegal to have a blood alcohol concentration of .08 (.04 for commercial drivers or .16 for 
aggravated offenses) within three hours of driving, when the BAC is from alcohol consumed before 
or while driving.  This should allow a three-hour window for the administration of breath or blood 
tests without the requirement that an expert be called to calculate the alcohol at the time of driving.   
 
Clarifies that the mandatory community service requirement is a minimum of 48 hours for a second 
conviction (66-8-102F(1) and a minimum of 96 hours for a third conviction (66-8-102F(2). 
 
The Implied Consent Act now has a new section providing that the results from a blood test 
administered more than three hours after driving MAY be introduced as evidence of the BAC in the 
person�s blood or breath at the time of the test (not the time of driving) and the judge or jury will 
determine how much weight to give the evidence as proof of a DWI violation. (Effective 4/2/07) 
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Senate Bill 591 - Ignition Interlock Program Confidentiality 
This amendment expands who can make a determination of �indigence� that would allow a person to 
receive funds from the Ignition Interlock Device Fund. 
 
This amendment also prohibits the disclosure by TSB employees of personal information obtained 
through the administration of the Ignition Interlock Licensing Act and Ignition Interlock Device Fund. 
(Effective 6/15/07) 
 
Senate Bill 861 - Warning Signs and Beacons or Rumble Strips added to Photo Enforcement 
Cameras  
Requires municipalities (including home-rule municipalities) that install photo enforcement cameras 
to also install a warning sign or signs supplemented by a flashing yellow beacon or  rumble strips. 
The signs used with flashing yellow lights or rumble strips shall warn motorists that the upcoming 
intersection is photo-enforced. (Effective 6/15/07) 
 
House Bill 124 - Removal of Partially Consumed Bottle of Wine from Licensed Premises   
A dispenser, canopy or restaurant licensee may now allow customers to take away a partially 
consumed bottle of wine if the customer has purchased a full-course meal with the wine, and has 
partially consumed the wine on the premises. The business must issue a receipt for the wine, reseal 
the bottle with a cork and seal the bottle in a tamper-proof bag. (Effective 7/1/07)   
 
House Bill 266 - Liquor Tax Distribution to Local DWI Grant Fund 
Increases the percentage distribution of liquor excise taxes going to the local DWI Grant Fund from 
34.57% to 41.50% of net receipts, with the remainder going to the general fund. This change is 
expected to add about $3.1 million to the counties� distributions from the DWI Grant Fund. (Effective 
7/1/07) 
 
House Bill 1103 - Repeal DWI Program Fund with New Appropriation 
This bill repeals the existing DWI Program Fund administered by the Department of Finance and 
Administration. The new appropriation will now fund only:    

 (1) enforcement of laws related to driving while intoxicated, including: 
(a) the purchase of equipment, including cameras for law enforcement vehicles, 
checkpoint equipment and undercover equipment; and 
(b) undercover operations, including operations intended to identify establishments 
and persons who provide alcohol to intoxicated persons; and 

(2) a study of DWI-drug courts, including: 
(a) their cost-effectiveness; 
(b) the effect on recidivism rates among participants; and 
(c) ways in which such courts may be improved.  

 
The appropriation begins with the balance of the DWI Program Fund on July 1, 2007 for expenditure 
in FY 2008 and 2009.  At the end of FY 2009, unexpended funds revert to the general fund.   
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PERFORMANCE PLAN 
 

Problem Identification Process 
From January through August, the NMDOT/ TSB program managers (PMs) meet monthly to 
participate in the HSPP planning and development process. The NHTSA South Central Region 
representative attends these meetings, when possible. 
 
Prior to the initial HSPP meeting, PMs review the annual NM Crash Report and NM DWI Report that 
provide detailed state, county and city level data and the annual Safety Belt Survey Report results. 
In addition, PMs meet throughout the year with traffic safety partners to discuss local and statewide 
traffic safety issues at meetings, conferences, and workshops. PMs meet with traffic safety 
advocates and TSB contractors in their districts to stay informed about local issues and to monitor 
the implementation of projects. Many TSB contractors provide local problem identification data when 
submitting their proposals for funding. This problem identification data is used by PMs in developing 
their program sections of the HSPP. 
 
At the February planning meeting, the contracted data analyst from the Division of Government 
Research (DGR)/ UNM makes a data presentation to the staff. One-year, State fiscal year data (July 
- June) and five-year trend data (State fiscal years) are reviewed. The review includes an 
examination of data regarding overall crashes, fatalities & injuries; alcohol-involved crashes, 
fatalities, & injuries; contributing factors of crashes; BAC levels of drivers in crashes; safety belt use 
rates; and pedestrian fatalities & injuries. The PMs discuss where and when the problems occur, as 
well as who is primarily involved in these incidents. High crash locations are identified by county and 
city intersections, and rural highway corridors.  
 
During subsequent meetings, PMs and the data analyst from DGR review and discuss the data and 
determine the state’s most critical traffic safety problems based on the numbers and rates of 
crashes, fatalities, and injuries; highest contributing factors, and crash locations. They discuss 
progress of ongoing projects toward achieving the current year performance objectives. They 
determine which projects should be continued and which new projects should be implemented to 
address the problems identified through the data review and discussion process. 
 
 
Information Data Sources 
The data presented in the Highway Safety and Performance Plan are based on state fiscal years - 
July 2005 through June 2006 - and are obtained from a variety of agencies, including these six 
primary sources: 
 

NM Crash Data System - a comprehensive crash data repository dating back to 1978. Data 
is derived from police reports submitted on the uniform crash reporting form used by New 
Mexico�s law enforcement agencies.  
 
Motor Vehicle Database - a comprehensive driver database maintained by the Motor 
Vehicle Division, New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department. It includes DWI offenses 
and DWI case outcomes.   
 
Division of Government Research - using data analysis and data linkage techniques, DGR 
combines crash records, highway tabulations, driver records, geographic information, and 
census data to produce reports and provide information upon request. 
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NM Department of Transportation - highway data that provides information on highway 
usage, vehicle miles traveled, speed monitoring, and road characteristics. 
 
NM Department of Health/ Injury Epidemiology Unit - conducts the annual statewide 
safety belt use survey. 

 
Federal Data � FARS, NHTSA crash statistics, and US Census Bureau population statistics. 

 
 

New Mexico Demographics   
At 121,356 square miles, New Mexico is the fifth largest state in the country in land area. It has 33 
counties; Los Alamos County is the smallest at 106 square miles, and the largest is Catron at 6,929 
square miles.  
 
New Mexico has 63,797 miles of public road (HPMS - 2005), 87 percent of it rural (55,785 miles). In 
2005 on NM roadways, there were 23.9 billion vehicle miles of travel, 56 percent of them rural miles 
(1.33 billion vehicle miles). As of July 2006, NM had 1,358,623 licensed drivers and 1,542,964 
registered vehicles. 
 
NM has a 2007 estimated population of 1,979,051. The July 1, 2005 Census Population Estimates 
indicated that the largest racial/ ethnic group was Anglo (44.2%), followed by Hispanics (41.8%). 
NM’s American Indian population is one of the largest percentage-wise in the nation at 10.2 percent. 
Blacks and Asians make up about 4 percent of the population. In 2000, 36 percent of NM’s total 
population was under age 25. The largest racial/ethnic group with members under age 25 was 
American Indians (47% < age 25), followed by Hispanics (42% < age 25) and Anglos (27% < age 
25).  
 
Roughly 2/3 of the population lives in the NW quadrant of the state (includes Bernalillo County with 
1/3 of the state’s population). Another 1/4 live in the SE quadrant, and the remaining live in the NE 
and SW quadrants of the state. Five counties account for 60 percent of the state’s population 
(Bernalillo, Dona Ana, Sandoval, San Juan, and Santa Fe).  
 
There are 12 State Police districts in the State, 33 sheriff�s offices, 82 municipal law enforcement 
agencies, 19 Tribal agencies (including BIA), five university campus agencies, and 3 military. 
 
NM has 35 non-federal general acute care hospitals and 9 federal hospitals (1 VA and 8 IHS). There 
are 25 counties with hospitals and 8 without (Sandoval, Valencia, Torrance, Hidalgo, Catron, De 
Baca, Mora, and Harding). NM has one level-one trauma center at the UNM Hospital, but there are 
also trauma centers in El Paso and Lubbock that serve some parts of NM. 
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Problem Identification   
(State Fiscal Year July 1, 2005 � June 30, 2006)  
 Total Crashes 

� In FY06, 531 persons were killed in traffic crashes in New Mexico, up from 471 in FY05. There 
were 19 more alcohol-related fatalities and 41 more non-alcohol-related fatalities in FY06 than in 
FY05. 

 
� The number of fatal crashes increased from FY05 to FY06, (408 to 454), and the crash fatality rate 

increased in FY06 from 1.99 (FY05) to 2.23. 
 
� The number of serious injuries due to traffic crashes decreased by over 1,400 in FY06, compared 

to FY05 (FY05=8,233; FY06=6,808). 
 
� The number of serious injury crashes decreased by over 1,000 in FY06, compared to FY05 

(FY05=6,285; FY06=5,189). 
 
� In FY06, fatalities among men increased by 35, increasing by 24 in non-alcohol crashes and 

increasing by 11 in alcohol-involved crashes. Fatalities among women increased by 25, increasing 
by 17 in non-alcohol crashes and increasing by 8 in alcohol-involved crashes. 

 
Alcohol-related Crashes 

� Alcohol-related fatalities increased from 193 in FY05 to 212 in FY06. 
 
� Average BAC levels of those arrested for DWI remained at .16, twice the legal limit. 
 
� Alcohol-involvement is more common during the night (6 p.m. to 6 a.m.), with 70 percent of all 

alcohol-involved fatalities occurring at night. Nighttime alcohol fatalities increased by 42 in FY06. 
 
Non-Alcohol-related Crashes 

� Although the number of non-alcohol related crashes decreased from FY05 to FY06 by 1,006 
crashes, the number of non-alcohol fatal crashes increased from 243 to 265. 

  
� The non-alcohol fatal crash rate rose from 1.03 in FY05 to 1.11 in FY06. 
  
� The non-alcohol injury crash rate decreased form 22.94 in FY05 to 18.48 in FY06. 
 
� Daytime (6 a.m. to 6 p.m.) non-alcohol fatalities decreased by 11 in FY06.  Nighttime fatalities 

increased by 73 in FY06.   
 
Pedestrian Crashes 

� The pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population increased from 3.11 in FY05 to 3.23 in FY06. 
� The number of persons killed in alcohol-related pedestrian crashes decreased from 32 in FY05 to 

23 in FY06, a 28% decrease. However, the number of persons killed in non-alcohol-related 
pedestrian crashes rose from 28 in FY05 to 40 in FY06. Serious injuries in both categories 
decreased from FY05 to FY06. 

  
Speed and Failure-to-Yield Crashes 

� The speed-involved fatal and serious injury crash rate decreased by 19% from FY05 to FY06.  The 
failure-to-yield fatal and serious injury crash rate decreased by 15% from FY05 to FY06. 

 
Motorcycle Crashes   

� Motorcycle crashes increased from 1098 in FY05 to 1267 in FY06, and the numbers of motorcycle 
fatal crashes and motorcycle riders killed increased (37deaths in FY05, 49 deaths in FY06).   
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Review of Traffic Safety Data � State Fiscal Years 2002 � 2006 
FY07 and FY08 projections are based on linear fits to FY98 � FY06 data using the forecast 
function in Excel that provides a simple regression calculation. 
 
Chart 1. Number of Crash Fatalities 

 
Chart 1 shows that the number of fatalities due to traffic crashes in New Mexico increased 
between FY05 and FY06. The number of crash fatalities is projected to decrease slightly in FY07 
and FY08 from FY06 figures. 
 
 
Chart 2. Fatality Rate per 100M VMT 

 
Chart 2 shows that NM’s fatality rate increased between FY05 and FY06. The largest increase in 
fatalities in FY06 was in non-alcohol-related crashes. This rate is projected to decrease slightly 
from the FY06 rate over the next couple of years. 
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Chart 3. Fatal Crash Rate per 100,000 Population    

 
Chart 3 shows that the fatal crash rate per 100,000 population rose between FY05 and 
FY06.This rate is projected to decrease in FY07 and FY08. 
 
 
Chart 4. Number of Serous Injuries 
 

 
Chart 4 shows that the number of serious injuries due to traffic crashes has fallen steadily since 
FY04. The projection line shows that NM has decreased the number of serious injuries by more 
than would be expected since FY05.  
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Chart 5. Serious Injury Crashes per 100,000 Population 

 
Chart 5 shows that the serious injury crash rate has been decreasing steadily since FY04. The 
projection line shows that NM has decreased its serious injury crash rate by more than would be 
expected since FY05. 
 
 
Chart 6. Number of Alcohol-Related Fatalities 

 
Chart 6 shows that the number of alcohol-related fatalities in NM increased in FY06, back to the 
FY04 level, but it is still below the number reported in FY02. Projections indicate that the number 
of alcohol-related fatalities should remain relatively stable over the next two years.  
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Chart 7. Percent Alcohol-Related Fatalities 

 
Chart 7shows that the percentage of alcohol-related fatalities in NM increased slightly in FY06 
from FY05, but is still lower than the period between FY02 and FY04. Projections indicate that 
the percentage should remain steady over the next two years. 
 
 
Chart 8. Alcohol-Involved Crash Fatality Rate per 100M VMT 

 
Chart 8 shows that the rate of alcohol-related crash fatalities per100M VMT in NM increased 
slightly in FY06 from FY05, but is still below the FY04 rate. Projections indicate that this rate 
should remain steady over the next two years. 
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Chart 9. Alcohol-Involved Crash Fatality Rate per 100,000 Population 

 
Chart 9 shows that the alcohol-involved crash fatality rate per 100,000 population rose in FY06 
from the FY05 rate. However, projections indicate that this rate should decrease over the next 
two years.  
 
 
Chart 10. Alcohol-Involved Serious Injury Crash Rate per 100,000 Population 

 
Chart 10 shows that the alcohol-involved serious injury crash rate per 100,000 population 
continues to decrease, particularly since FY04. Projections indicate that this rate should continue 
to decline.  
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Chart 11. Percent Observed Safety Belt Use 

 
Chart 11 shows that NM’s observed safety belt use percentage has increased slightly since 
FY03. The percentage of those using safety belts in NM is projected to rise slightly over the next 
two years. 
 
 
Chart 12. Pedestrian Fatality Rate per 100,000 Population 

 
As Chart 12 shows, the pedestrian fatality fate per 100,000 population remained stable from 
FY05 to FY06. This rate is projected to remain steady over the next two years.  
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Chart 13. Pedestrian Serious Injury Rate per 100,000 Population 

 
Chart 13 shows that NM’s pedestrian serious injury rate per100,000 population decreased 
dramatically since FY04, and is now below what projections would indicate. This rate is expected 
to continue to decrease over the next two years. 
 
 
Chart 14. Alcohol-Involved Pedestrian Fatality Rate per 100,000 Population 

 
Chart 14 shows that NM’s alcohol-involved pedestrian fatality rate per 100,000 population 
decreased dramatically in FY06 from the three previous years. The rate is now well below what 
projections would indicate.  

Chart 13. Pedestrian Serious Injury Rate per 
100,000 Population

0.0

4.0

8.0

12.0

16.0

20.0

FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08

Chart 14. Alcohol-Involved Pedestrian 
Fatality Rate per 100,000 Population

0.00

0.50

1.00

1.50

2.00

2.50

FY02 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 FY07 FY08



NM HSPP � FY08 
9/1/2008 
 

19 

Chart 15. Alcohol-Involved Pedestrian Serious Injury Rate per 100,000 Population 

 
Chart 15 shows that the alcohol-involved pedestrian serious injury rate per 100,000 population 
continues to decrease dramatically since FY04. This rate is well below what projections would 
indicate.  
 
 
Chart 16. Speed-Involved Fatal and Serous Injury Crash Rate per 100M VMT 

 
Chart 16 shows that NM’s speed-involved fatal and serious injury crash rate continues to decline 
dramatically from FY04. This rate is now well below what projections would indicate. 
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Chart 17. Fail-to-Yield Fatal and Serious Injury Crash Rate per 100M VMT 

 
Chart 17 shows that NM’s failure-to-yield fatal and serious injury crash rate has decreased 
steadily since FY04. This rate is expected to continue decreasing over the next two years. 
 
 
Chart 18. Aggressive Drivers in Crashes by Year  
 

Aggressive Drivers in Crashes, FY02 to FY06*
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Chart 18 shows that �aggressive driving� as a contributing cause in crashes decreased in FY06 
from the previous couple of years.  �Aggressive driving� is defined as either being cited for 
reckless driving or having 2 of the following contributing factors: speed, failure to yield, passed 
red light, improper overtake, following too close, improper lane change.  
* FY06 data are preliminary. 
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High-Risk Groups � Based on FY06 Preliminary Data 
 
Motor vehicle crashes are a major cause of injury and death for all age groups, every ethnicity, 
and both sexes, however certain demographic groups must be considered high-risk. 
 
� Teen drivers (15-19) accounted for 13 percent of all drivers in crashes, 11 percent of all traffic 

deaths and 15 percent of all injuries, although they comprise only 5 percent of all licensed 
drivers. Male teenagers died in crashes more than twice as often as female teens, and 36 
percent of teen crash deaths involved alcohol. 

 
� Young adult drivers (20-24) accounted for 13 percent of all drivers in crashes, but comprise only 

9 percent of New Mexico drivers. Young adult males died in crashes twice as often as young 
adult females, and 55 percent of young adult crash deaths involved alcohol. 

 
� New Mexico children and teens have lower seat belt use than adult drivers. Proxy measures 

for youth seat belt use show that in FY06, 86 percent of youth ages 5-12 and 95 percent of 
youth ages 13-17 used seat belts, as compared to 97 percent of adults 

 
� Adult males from 20-54 years and the elderly over 65 years of age are the highest-risk 

groups for pedestrian deaths. Between FY02 and FY06, 68 percent of pedestrian deaths 
were among males ages 20-54 and 77 percent of these involved alcohol.   

 
� Intoxicated pedestrians accounted for 38 percent of pedestrian fatalities in FY06.  

 
� More than twice as many New Mexicans died in traffic crashes in rural areas than in urban 

areas (71% - rural; 29% - urban). In rural areas, drivers are slightly less likely to use safety 
belts, and they drive at higher speeds than in urban settings. Crashes involving overturned 
vehicles and fatal collisions with pedestrians are more common in rural areas. 

 
As evidenced by the NM data presented in the preceding charts and bullets, a high percentage 
of traffic deaths and injuries result from drinking and driving, failure to wear seat belts, pedestrian 
alcohol-involved crashes, excessive speed, and aggressive driving. 
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Number of Traffic Fatalities by County in NM � FY06 
 
In FY06, the counties with the highest number of traffic fatalities were Bernalillo (with 1/3 
of the state�s population), McKinley, San Juan, Santa Fe, Luna, and Doæa Ana. 
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Number of Alcohol-Involved Traffic Fatalities by County in NM – FY06 
 
In FY06, the counties with the highest number of alcohol-involved traffic fatalities were Bernalillo, 
McKinley, San Juan, Santa Fe, and Valencia.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


